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The High Master
Writes

Although scholarship
remains at the very heart of this
School, good learning requires
firm educational foundations:
respecting the individual and
individuality; the welfare and
pastoral care of our boys; the
selfless commitment to others;
and the encouragement given to
each to develop and to follow
his own passions and
enthusiasms. Happiness, in an
Aristotelian sense, is our goal:
developing the well-balanced
person prepared for what life
may bring in all its guises.

I have noted with interest
the correspondence from some
OMs concerning their ill
treatment in earlier and less
enlightened days. The pain
and humiliation involved in
any  form  of  bullying,
psychological as well as
Pphysical, are unacceptable. It
is especially repellent when
those in a position of power
over others are the
perpetrators. The time is long
gone when any High Master
might be insulated from the
individual concerns of boys.
We can only regret and
apologise for the problems of
our past; but I know that we
now do our very best to protect
the young men in the School.
When any issue is drawn to my
attention, then I deal with it.
Christopher Ray

The Hugh
Oldham Lecture

On a happier note, towards the
end of the Summer Term, the
inaugural Hugh Oldham
Lecture will take place in the
Memorial Hall at 5.30 pm on
Monday 4 July. This first
lecture will be delivered by
Professor Sir Martin Rees, the
Astronomer Royal and Master
of Trinity College Cambridge.
He will be talking about recent
developments in and the future

prospects for his own area of
astronomy and cosmology —
particularly relevant in this
‘Einstein Year’ celebrating 100
years since the first publication
of Einstein’s ideas concerning
Relativity and Quantum
Theory.

Our own sixth form pupils,
together with students from
other schools in the Manchester
area, will attend seminars and
workshops prior to the lecture
itself to help them prepare to
get the best out of Sir Martin’s
address. We will be delighted
to extend a warm welcome to
any OMs who might wish to
join us at the School for this
first Hugh Oldham Lecture.
Please let Ian Thorpe in the
Development Office
(i.thorpe@mgs.org; 0161 225
0298) know of your intention
to attend.

Trek Archive

I am building up an archive
of trek photos and currently
have
pictures from some 66 treks -
number growing by the week.

Old B&W glass slides (now
converted to digital format)
give quite good coverage of the
years from 1910 to the outbreak
of the 2nd WW - more good
quality pictures would be
welcome however. The past 25
years are largely covered by
current staff, but the 50s, 60s
and early 70s are very thin.
There must be Old Mancunians
out there who could fill some of
the gaps.

If they could loan prints or,
better still, original negatives
and slides to the school I would
be most obliged. They will
then be scanned and the
originals will
be returned to the owner. In
due course (say about 12
months time). The complete
collection will be made
available on CD Rom or DVD
to anyone interested.

All such materials should be
sent to Carole Pemberton in the
Development Office at school.
Roger Hand

rogerhandathome@aol.com

MGS Parents
Summer

Extravaganza

The Parents Society are holding
a “Summer Extravaganza”
which will be held at the School
on Sunday July 3rd, from 11am
to 2pm. This will include a
number of special features.
They are having a 'Birds of
Prey' flying display, various
inflatable games, food
available, 5 a side football and
driving taster lessons for all
ages! Everyone will be made
most welcome. Please come
along and support your old
School.

For further details please
contact either the Chairman, or
Social Secretary. Their details
are as follow:

Laura Evans

12 Brookwood Avenue

SALE Cheshire

M33 5BZ

01619732084 (H)

07976 894419 ™M)
naattyflo@hotmail.com
Fiona Lloyd

01625 524019 (H)

07801 930205 ™M)

10 Greenway WILMSLOW
CheshireSK91LU

lloydic@yahoo.co.uk

As part of the MGS Parents'
Society event at school on
Sunday 3 July I would be
happy to arrange for Old Boys
and their families to have
access to look around the
School buildings if they
contact me via

i.thorpe@mgs.org

The 2005 Old
Boys’ Dinner

Please make a note in your
diary now. The OBD will be
held at the Freemason's Hall
Bridge Street Manchester on
Saturday 12th November. For
more details write or speak to
Paul M A Rose

63 Moss Lane, SALE
Cheshire M33 SAP
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Three Year
Reunion

More than a dozen young
OMs from the leaving class of
2002 met up at School on
January 4 with two of their old
teachers, Rodger Alderson and
Ian Thorpe. Representing a
variety of universities and
fledgling careers, they swapped
email addresses and
phone numbers, enjoying the
opportunity for a couple of
drinks in the newly refurbished
'Butty Bar'.

We had many messages from
OMs unable to attend - and
resolved to try next year to
avoid a clash with a Manchester
United home game!

Ian Thorpe

Smith Square

Concert

The MGS Showcase Concert
held at St John’s, Smith Square
on Friday 4 March was a great
success. An audience of over
200 enjoyed a varied
programme of music, including
James Callaghan’s Chamber
Concerto (first movement) with
which he won the 2004
Composition Prize, sponsored
by the London Section of the
OMA. He was presented with
his £500 prize by Clive
Garston, partner in the law firm
Halliwells, who sponsored the
concert. More than 50 pupils
enjoyed the experience of
performing in one of London’s
foremost concert venues, and
provided the audience with a
most enjoyable evening.

Hair Cut!

As a pupil my thoughts were
more soccer orientated than
University directed, but after a
few disappointments and a
discussion with Mr Brierly
(another big influence on my
career) the life of a PE teacher
was contemplated. An
‘interview’ with Mr Welsby
was organised, where he told
(cont page 3 column 4) .
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Old Boys Return

to School

Two Old Mancs, both having
achieved eminence in their
respective fields, paid visits to
School in February to meet staff
and pupils.

Jim White (1969/77),a busy
journalist on radio and TV and
with The Daily Telegraph
spoke to the English Group
about his profession. He read
English at Bristol University.
Mark Chilton (1988/95)takes
over the captaincy of
Lancashire County Cricket Club
this season. Mark went to
Durham University and read
Business and Economics. He
and Gary Yates fly the MGS
flag at LCCC since Mark and
John Crawley and Mike
Atherton moved on.

Mark had lunch with some of
the staff who coach our cricket
teams, and then met a large
number of boys for a question-
and-answer session.

MCC Cricket
Match

Over the past few years a
group of Old Mancunian
cricketers organised by Gordon
McKenna (1944/49)have met
over lunch at the MCC match at
School.

The MCC Match this year is
on Tuesday 17th May — any Old
Mancunians who would like an
invitation to this match are
asked to contact Master i/c
Cricket, David Moss at School
on 0161 224 7201 or by email
D.Moss@mgs.org

Non-critical Staff
Story!

I trust your decision to draw
a line under critical comments
on staff will allow non-critical
comments to continue to be
published in the Old
Mancunian.

Before a line is drawn under
everything, | would like to
make you aware of a story
concerning Billy Hulme which
very few people know about.

One day after school about
1948, "Billy" Hulme was
supervising the shot putt heats

on the school field. There were
very few boys in this particular
heat. I can only remember lain
Forsyth and myself being
involved.

lain's eyesight was such that
he wore "bottle" glasses. (He
became a dentist - ouch!) I putt
my shot, and Billy bent right
down to the ground to make the
measurement. Not realising this
(yes, I am quite confident of
that), lain putt his shot, which
matched the trajectory of mine,
missing the back of Billy's head
by a whisker. There was a
surprisingly low level of
reaction by both parties, but
certainly one of relief.

So, just a matter of a few
inches prevented the demise of
a member of staff, in a manner
which would have been
recorded in the annals of MGS
history. (I know, | know, there
will be those who insist the shot
would have bounced off his
head!)

Ken Gorman (1945-52)

(I am sorry if | appeared to
be banning all criticism of
staff, or School. That was not
my intention. The policy is to
try to tell the truth at all
times, | just thought that
story had run long enough.
See correspondence reported
in full below Ed)

Dear Editor,

You have suggested that we
now draw a line beneath the
accounts of life at MGS in the
immediate post-war period.
Before we do so, may | point
out that The Old Mancunian
has performed a great service
by drawing attention to abuses
to which many boys were
subjected during that time? Our
anger does not fade as the years
go by. As parents, we find it
difficult to understand how a
minority of masters could treat
small boys so appallingly.

There are many good things
to remember about MGS life at
that time. But we shall not
forget the abuse. It has been
beneficial for us to have shared
those memories of the bad
times. One thing we shall never
know is why the High Master
and the Governors sat on their
hands for so long. They did

nothing to get rid of that small
group of staff whose behaviour
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was so harmful to the interests
of a very fine generation of
boys.

Michael Leach (1947-54)
mj smleach@compuserve.com
Dear Michael,

As an overlapping
contemporary of yours at
School, | am deeply
sympathetic to all those who
suffered. | watched two terrible
beatings of ke Barraclough
and Bernard Sloanboth in
gym shorts, which were savage
in the extreme. Those images
will be with me forever.
Unfortunately, in those
days there were not the safety
mechanisms which one hopes
are in place in a modern and
well run institution such as
MGS today.

I doubt if the real knowledge,
or even a fraction of it, filtered
up to the top, perhaps until it
was too late. | doubt if the
Governors would have known
anything at all - remember in
the main they were very old
men who came into School for
Governors' meetings, exhibition
days and shows. | never
remember seeing Eric James in
the Gymnasium end of the
buildings. He could have been
"protected” from the truth by
others, who perhaps might have
known, but again, who might
have thought reports greatly
exaggerated.

We the pupils were in real
fear of those masters who
administered corporal
punishment; and I think most
parents would have taken the
line "Well, you must have
deserved it!" They probably
would not have believed the
severity of some of the
beatings.

Don Isherwood (1945/52)

Dear Don,

Many thanks for your message
and for your interesting
comments. Yes, please do use
my e-mail with your reflections.
You may well be right that the
High Master was insulated from
some of the harsher realities of
school life. But he should have
made it his business to know
what was going on. | think the
whole issue of discipline and

punishment was probably
swept under the carpet.
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Many of us are of the
National Service generation. |
went straight from MGS into
the Royal Navy at the age of 18.
Much of my first year was spent
as a junior rating in a warship at
sea. Discipline was tight but
infinitely less harsh than the
lower and middle school regime
at MGS. | began to see that you
achieve results not by beating
people but by guiding them, by
encouraging them and by giving
them the self-confidence to
believe they can achieve
anything they might set their
mind to.

Yet all was not gloom and
doom at school and life in the
Sixth Form was a redeeming
aspect of MGS at this time. For
me, it was such a pleasure to
move from the bleak steppes of
the middle school into the sunlit
uplands of the Lower History
Sixth. Ours was an excellent
form and we had the pleasure
and good fortune to be taught
by men like A.J.V.Roberts,
R.W.Young and
P.A.Gardiner.

All good wishes, Michael

To Be Fair

Although you suggested the
correspondence be closed, | feel
that in the interests of balance
and fairness I should ask that
you publish that James Cuggy
was always very kind to the
disabled boy who suffered from
polio at the age of three. The
person least sympathetic to my
situation was the man who
seems, to most people a paragon
of virtue, John Lingard. We
speak as we find!

James Snowdon (1945/54)

A Good Read

Just out in paperback - The
Disastrous History of London"
by John Withington, the first
ever comprehensive history of
disasters in the capital.

Publisher - Sutton Publishing.
Price £8.99. "A tale of epic
proportions™ - The Good Book
Guide. For more information
please contact

John Withington (1958/65)
john.withington@blueyonder.co.uk




