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will be circulated nearer the time.The 2009
AGM will be held on the 14 November at the
Forest Hotel, Dorridge when the High Mas-
ter will be the principal guest. Finally,

a reminder to any Midlands members who
may have overlooked their annual subscrip-
tion. This is now overdue! Contact the
Secretary, John Wilson on 0121 475 3700 or
john@wilson7743.fsnet.co.uk

London & South East Section

The Music Department and boys put on a
tremendous concert at St. John's Smith
Square on 13 March. This was the fourth
London & South East Section concert at St.
John's Smith Square and the standard of
MGS music never ceases to amaze. The
premiere of Oliver Pooley's winning compo-
sition, , was a joy to listen to
and a very worthy recipient of the £500 mu-
sic composition prize sponsored by the Sec-
tion. All OMs are welcome to join the Sec-
tion and for details should contact the Secre-
tary, Nick Gartside, at
nicholas.gartside@schroders.com

South West Section

Our next event is on Sunday 21 June 2009.
This is the Annual Commemoration Service
for Hugh Oldham held in Exeter Cathedral.
We attend Mattins in the Cathedral which is
followed by the short Commemoration Ser-
vice. We then adjourn to the Southgate Ho-
tel for lunch after which the newly elected
School Captain and the High Master speak.
All Old Mancunians are most welcome to
attend. For further details e-mail John Smith
at johningsmith@chyanmor.wanadoo.co.uk
20/30 Club

Our first guest for lunch in 2009 was the
High Master, and the February/March speak-
ers were John Williams and John Kemsey-
Bourne. Peter Barnes' subject in May will be
The Manchester Lit & Phil Soc. Stewart
Platts will talk about the Portico Library in
August.

Our lunches are usually at the Freemasons
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Hall, Bridge St, off Deansgate in Manches-
ter, on the third Friday of each month. The
next exception to this rule is our most popu-
lar event - the buffet lunch is at School on
Tuesday 16 June with the High Master, sev-
eral members of staff and pupils.

Owls (both lost and found) and ex-members
of the school staff are always welcome to
join us for lunch as guests.For further
details please contact the secretary at
alex_wells@tiscali.co.uk

David Anthony Cooper 1957-64 alive and
well and living in Lymm! It was Donald Al-
fred Cooper 1957-64 who appeared in the
death column in Edition 30.

Since the last we have been advised of
the recent deaths of the following OMs:

J M Todd* (45-52) P J Pollitt (36-44)

M C Stewart (44-49) P L Bloom (37-43)

P Whitby* (46-53) J F Harbourne (31-38)

P W R Clarke* (63-70) J Hall (33-37)

P Jewsbury (31-38) B Wardell (49-52)

R Stacey (56-63) M N Estcourt (82-87)

J D Wilson (46-52) V G Kiernan (24-31)

W M C Allen* (38-46) R M Oldnall (35-41)
J R D Bedford (43-48) L G Booth (40-47)
WG Horrocks (32-39) R Stephenson (39-41)
C Harrington* (23-28) A Ramzan (99-04)

P Lawson (30-34) W G Swann (26-30)

A T Percival (29-33)

We have also been informed of the death of a
past member of staff:

P R Turk (63-88)

We would welcome offers to supply brief
obituaries for The asterisk shows that
an obituary is already in preparation
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EDITOR’S NOTES

Not all OMs are satisfied customers. Sir
Geoffrey Jefferson, the eminent neurosur-
geon who was at MGS 1902-06, never quite
recovered from going from Rochdale Colle-
giate School where he was stellar, to MGS
where he was a nobody. He shared with an-
other eminent OM, Sir Raymond Streat of
Cotton Board fame, a visceral dislike of Pa-
ton. But when the time came, Jefferson an-
swered the call and was Junior Steward when
Lord Woolton was Senior Steward at the
famous 1945 OM Dinner, the first after the
Second World War and also Lord James’
first dinner. Jefferson also gave an address at
the OMA AGM in 1947, in the days when it
was a grander, if no more convivial occasion,
than it is today. Peter Schurr’s biography of
Jefferson is worth a glance.

There is better news on the archives front.
John Rylands Library has now been able to
purchase a major collection of material and
printed archives of the OM and historical
novelist Harrison Ainsworth. Precocious
(well, after all, he was born in King St!),
Ainsworth published his first work when he
was still at MGS. This was a series of verses
which appeared in print in Arliss’s Pocket
Magazine.

This month sees the end of a remarkably
long work connection with MGS. Ernest
Fuller joined the Receiver’s Office in 1947
after completing five years’ army service.
This was in the days of Tom Nutter. Ernest
served under four receivers and four high
masters before retiring from full time duties
in 1987. But he continued to come into
School for two more decades on a part-time
basis helping in the collection of OM dues. A
working life of great service to MGS and the
OMA thus comes to an end. Despite all these
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working years (or is it because of them?)
Ernest looks little changed from when I first
saw him in the 1940s. We are all in his debt.
John Horsfield

FROM THE HIGH MASTER

Dr Christopher Ray

During the last few weeks, GCSEs have been
very much in the news, with MGS taking
centre stage. As readers of TOM are aware,
we have been concerned for some time about
the lack of challenge in home-based GCSEs
for the most able pupils. We moved to the
International GCSE (IGCSE) programme for
Mathematics four years ago and for Biology,
Chemistry and Physics two years ago. The
latter change arose from the immense trepi-
dation with which our science teachers
viewed the revisions made to science
GCSEs.

When the new-style science GCSEs were
released on a very suspicious public two
years ago, the government effectively de-
clared: ‘Don’t worry — these qualifications
will bring out the very best in all pupils.’
Yet, two years on, Ofqual has expressed seri-
ous concerns standards in the new GCSE
Science qualifications: this agency is
charged by the Secretary of State for Chil-
dren, Schools and Families with monitoring
the standards of GCSEs and A-level qualifi-
cations, standards. Ofqual believes that “the
revisions to the GCSE science criteria have
led to a fall in the quality of science assess-
ments” and has recommended urgent action
to remedy the reported deficiencies. Many
other subjects are due to ‘enjoy’ similar revi-
sions as another batch of new-style GCSEs
are released this summer — which is im-
mensely worrying.

We have not regretted our decisions and our
boys have risen magnificently to the more
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rigorous challenges of the IGCSE, with very
many more boys gaining the top A* grade in
these subjects.

It is within this context that we have decided
to move to the IGCSE for all academic sub-
jects, wherever possible: sadly some sub-
jects, such as Greek and Electronics, are not
available except as home-based GCSEs.
Over 200 independent schools now offer one
or more IGCSEs, but we are perhaps the first
day school to drop home-based GCSEs
wholeheartedly. Others are likely to follow
in our wake.

The Department for Children, Schools and
Families (DCFS) has condemned the move
away from home-based GCSEs to Interna-
tional GCSEs as misguided, with Ed Balls,
the Secretary of State, dismissing the adop-
tion of IGCSE as a marketing ploy. How-
ever, with examination board officials recog-
nising that the new-style GCSEs will be eas-
ier, there seems little doubt that the govern-
ment’s aim has been to ensure that more D or
“fail’ grades are converted to C or ‘pass’
grades allowing more schools to meet gov-
ernment targets at this level. Michael Gove,
Shadow Secretary of State, speaking in the
House of Commons, said that MGS’s deci-
sion represented an important turning-point:
we are turning our backs on an educational
culture where mediocrity is falsely portrayed
by the government as ‘excellence’.

On a quite different note, our boys continue
to produce terrific results outside of the
classroom. There is much of note including:
our U15 soccer team won the Independent
Schools FA Cup in a thrilling 3-0 victory
against Eton; we have a national junior gold
medallist in judo; another batch of water
polo players from our squad has been se-
lected for Great Britain; and our U14 rugby
team finished their season unbeaten with a
fine victory over Lancaster RGS in the final
of the Lancashire Cup.
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OM LETTERS:

John A H Evans 1930-44 writes:
Blackpool and Sandbags

Your correspondent (Rev. Stuart Wesley),
writing on this subject in September 2007
was unsure whose house in Old Hall Lane
was hit by the German land mine in 1940. It
was not T.F.Nutter’s but a detached house
right opposite the School’s main entrance
gates belonging to Arthur Robinson; he was
a director of the (then) well known Manches-
ter removal firm.

An OM himself, Arthur Robinson had three
sons at MGS during the war. Victor, who
went to Cambridge and subsequently, be-
came a director of Simon Calves Ltd; Ian,
who sadly died of leukaemia whilst still at
school - about 1943 and David. Victor died
some six or seven years ago. David
(D.W.Robinson), my contemporary, now
lives in Sarasota in Florida.

To be accurate the Robinsons’ house did not
receive a direct hit and was hardly damaged.
The mine actually landed in the school play-
ing field just below the bank, which de-
flected much of the blast.

Bob Heys 1940-46 writes:

Jim Barrow’s letter (Edition 29) recalls an-
other incident dating from his (and my) era
at MGS, in this case relating to the then fre-
quent disciplinary use of a gym-shoe, applied
in the words of Mr Montgomery to the mis-
creant’s “seat of understanding”. It concerns
an enterprising boy who hit on (excuse the
pun) the idea of insuring his contemporaries
against this risk, whereby for a small weekly
payment a victim received a more substantial
compensatory payment.

Business prospered until an alert master no-
ticed the monetary exchange following one
such chastisement and “slippered” the entire
class! Bankruptcy ensued, but I like to think
that the young entrepreneur, having learnt
the importance of risk assessment in such
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Graham at j.graham@mgs.org. or 0161 224
1746

SALE HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS
(1908-1949)

Sale High School was the third and last of
the MGS prep. schools to be established.
South Manchester based in Withington had
been acquired in 1896 and North Manchester
was set up in Lower Broughton in 1905.
Then in 1908 an opportunity arose to pur-
chase Sale High School which had premises
in Poplar Grove near to Brooklands station.
In 1908 the school had 43 pupils compared
to 124 at South and 104 at North. The gover-
nors of MGS decided to appoint one of the
existing staff members, Mr A.W Carver as
Head at an annual salary of £200. A Manage-
ment Committee was appointed consisting of
several MGS governors, some external gov-
ernors and the High Master. In July 1909 an
inspection of the school was carried out by
High Master Paton assisted by Mr Chevalier
and Mr Florian from the main school staff.
A new science lab was built and by 1910
numbers had risen to 62 and the first Foun-
dation Scholarship was gained by a boy from
the school. In 1912 there was an H.M.I in-
spection and the inspector’s report referred
to “the help given to the school by Cheshire
C.C.” From the beginning both Cheshire and
Lancashire funded a limited number of
places at school. However the majority of the
boys were fee-payers and in 1908 the fees
were 4 guineas per term for boys above 8
and 2 guineas for the under eights.

As early as November 1914, 47 Sale Old
Boys were already serving in the forces and
by 1917 this number had risen to 107. Six
had died on war service including Clifton
who won the V.C.

In 1918 the Board of Education agreed to
pay £2 for all boys over 11 provided that
15% of places were free for boys coming
from public elementary schools. The school
numbers had reached 180 by 1920 and over-
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crowded class rooms and declining teaching
standards were taking their toll. The H.M.I
inspection in that year was very negative and
this led to the Head and three masters being
asked to resign. The MGS governors took
firm action and appointed as Head of Sale
Mr Harold Green, a Cambridge classics
scholar who had taught both at North Man-
chester and at MGS.

(To be continued)
Stewart Platts 1946-51
OMA MEMBERSHIP
Existing members have been sent notice of
membership arrears. We look forward to
receiving payment.
If you would like to join the Old Mancu-
nians’ Association, to receive and the
2 3 as well as supporting various
projects at School, membership is just £12
per year. You can download the membership
forms from www.oldmancunians.org . Paper
copies are available from Julie Wright at
school.
MGS STUDENTS RAISING MONEY
FOR THE BURSARY APPEAL
Thank you to everybody who kindly offered
an auction prize for the Auction of Promises
event. We have actually postponed the event
as we saw an opportunity to attract a bigger
audience by holding the event on the same
evening as the Rugby Club Barbeque on
Friday 11 September. If you would still like
to pledge an item or service, place a bid or
wish to attend the event please contact Julie
Wright at school. Current lots are available
to view from the Old Boys Section of the
MGS website or request a catalogue.
SECTION EVENTS
Midlands Section
Two dates for your diaries.The Midlands
Section will be holding a Summer Garden
Party on the provisional date of 13 June
2009. David & Susan Franks have kindly
invited Section members and guests to join
them at their home for this event. Full details



Page 6

tion in Paris too. I would be incredibly grate-
ful for any help_towards the cost of the trip.
In return, I will happily offer my string quar-
tet’s services for any event you may have.
We are experienced, having played at many
weddings, anniversaries and other parties,
and have repertoire ranging from classical
favourites to light jazz (and even Bolly-
wood!)

If you could help me in any way I would be
enormously appreciative. I have wanted to
visit Paris ever since I started learning
French in my first year, and the opportunity
to study at the Sorbonne would, I’m sure, be
a life changing experience. If you think you
could help me in any way or offer any ad-
vice, please email me at

ben_miller 3@hotmail.co.uk. (Form 13D)

DRAMA
CENTRE
FUND

Building work is expected to start during
May, with major structural alterations being
completed during the summer holidays. The
theatre will be extensively re-shaped and
provision for studio performances, rehearsals
and teaching will be made in the old pre-
fects’ common room and older staff common
room.

Ian Thorpe Director of Development
SCHOOL VISITS

OMs who have visited the School in re-
sponse to the invitation published in recent
editions of TOM have enjoyed touring the
School, meeting and talking to the boys.
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They have spent some time in the Common
Room, looked up their record of entry to the
School with the help of the Archivists and
have had lunch in the Refectory.

Following his visit Dr Ashhurst (1944-51)
from California emailed “Such a good idea
for returning Owls”. He took home a photo-
graph of himself sitting in his old form room.
John Nicholson (1950-1957) from Denmark
who was accompanied by his wife was very
pleased to see the old theatre, where he had
his first experience of acting, just in time
before redevelopment. He felt he was
“visiting a vibrant small education town-
ship.” A very agreeable “MGS Re-visited
Day.”

Roger Pritchard (1950-1958) also from Cali-
fornia brought his daughter on her first visit
to the UK to see where he went to school.
Richard Underwood (1944-1949) came from
Australia to see us and thoroughly enjoyed
seeing the School again after such a long
time.

Clive Carmichael (1946-1948) came to see
us and also brought his wife to mark his 75™
Birthday. They wrote to tell us that they
found the whole visit memorable and Clive
was thrilled to discover that many things
were as he remembered them. They left feel-
ing nothing but praise for the past, present
and future of MGS.

The School welcomes these visits. Contact
Jane Graham on j.graham@mgs.org and
make a date to come and see us.

SALE HIGH SCHOOL

This year is the 60" anniversary of the clos-
ing of Sale High School. It is proposed to
hold a celebration for OMs who attended the
school with lunch at MGS followed by a
visit and possible tour of Brooklands Pri-
mary School formally Sale High School. No
formal arrangements have yet been made but
it is likely to take place in September. If you
are interested in possibly attending or being
included in the invitation please contact Jane
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matters, later became a more successful busi-
nessman.

Eric Alexander 1942-50 writes:

Reading Edition 30 of The Old Mancunian |
was interested in the Editor’s notes regarding
Richard Underwood and his memories of the
Prisoner of War Camp in Birchfields Park.

I was at MGS 1942-50 and having an auntie
living in Old Hall Lane remember the land-
mine and bomb craters from the Manchester
Blitz in the school fields and the sandbags
etc from my early schooldays.

From a child I have been an enthusiastic
military and aviation ‘buff’ or ‘boffin’ and
remember the P.O.W camp very well. The
prisoners were pleased to exchange their
badges for cigarettes and several of us col-
lected quite a number of interesting ones for
5 or 10 Woodbines through the barbed wire!
Alex Barr 1951-58 writes:

I was delighted to read about the MGS Or-
chestra. I had the privilege of working on the
MGS music building while completing my
architectural training. Going back into the
shed where I once parked my bike (very
grand for a cycle shed!) and where others
skulked for a smoke filled me with nostalgia.
Combining it with a new block presented
some interesting geometrical problems, for
which all those QEDs had well prepared me.
There was also the problem of hiding the
roof lights from possible vandals in the park.
It was only when I saw a drawing of a sec-
tion through the Main Hall that I realised
how it could be done.

Trying to match the bricks of the school was
a challenge. Part of the character of the
school buildings comes from the use of two-
inch brick courses—not common in this
country, but to me more sympathetic than the
usual three-inch courses. I remember a trip to
a brickyard in Accrington where a firing had
gone wrong and produced bricks in assorted
rainbow colours. It would have been fun to
use them . . . but perhaps somewhat disso-
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nant.I was sorry to hear of the death of Rich-
ard Sinton, whom I met briefly and would
like to have got to know better. Unfortu-
nately all design discussions of the music
building had to be channelled via my boss
and the Receiver. Once the building was in
use I called to see how well the main per-
formance room was functioning. (An acous-
tics consultant had been involved.) Mr Sin-
ton stood the class to attention and told me
the acoustics were fine—provided the audi-
ence took the stage and the orchestra the
floor. It would be interesting to know
whether this is still the procedure.

OM News from New Zealand

J.H.Bentley (1947-51) who lives in New
Zealand has sent us a David Low cartoon of
the Christchurch (N.Z) Boys High School
staff at the turn of the 20" Century. Dr C.E.
Bevan-Brown (Dr Brown in the MGS re-
cords) is headmaster and leads the proces-
sion in the cartoon. He was, according to the
Boys High School magazines and the book
‘Cheerful Yesterdays’ by O.J.T. Alners on
the staff at MGS before going to Christ-
church (NZ). John Bentley adds that he can
imagine a series:- Old Mancunians as seen
by David Low: Harold Laski, Lord Wool-
ton.... Charles Bevan- Brown!

Bevan-Brown had an interesting career at
Oxford in the 1870s. He was influenced by
Matthew Arnold who almost destroyed his
faith in religion. Yet Bevan-Brown was es-
sentially a devout Anglican. He taught at
MGS 1879-83 before going to New Zealand.
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He was so successful in New Zealand that in
1899 he was offered the position of Inspector
General of Schools which he declined. A few
years later he became president of the Secon-
dary Schools’ Conference.

John Bentley also mentions Dr Pita Sharples
currently Minister of Maori Affairs in New
Zealand. His forbears on the male side were
being educated at MGS in the 1870s and
1880s.

80 Years Young

Peter Dutton (1940-46) a retired consultant
radiologist celebrated his 80™ Birthday on
Christmas Eve 2008. This photograph shows
him as the hooker on the MGS 1% XV 1945-
46. The most memorable match was during
the war when we played a team of paratroop-
ers from Ringway. We were beaten
(slaughtered) but it was very instructive as
they had two internationals on their team!

WHAT NEXT AFTER MONT BLANC?
And we thought we were tough when in
1950 we scrambled/walked 6,800ft to the
Torino hut just under the Dent du Geant at
8,800ft under Mt. Blanc. This was while
trekking for over 21 days around the Mt.
Blanc massif. The “we” included Stewart
Platts (who wrote the article on the trek in
Ulula November 1950), John Bowman (who
has digitised the photos taken by Mr
M.P.Smith), Peter Leeming, Ken Johnston,
Ian Thornton, Peter Binnion, John Bennetts,
Brian Davies and Roy Cooke.

A few years ago one of my granddaughters
did the same walk in 7 days as part of her
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Sport Science course so putting my puny
effort in the shade. Now, tucked away on the
last page of the MGS Annual Report 2007/08
almost as an afterthought under “Camps etc”
I read “the Alpine Trek party reached the
summit of Mt. Blanc”. Congratulations to all
involved. How long will it be before the
class of 2007 looks back to admire a MGS
party raising a flag on Everest?

Ulula always makes good reading and it is
pleasing to learn of the many activities of
pupils (I nearly wrote boys) abroad - the
links with Uganda come to mind. Of special
interest are the accounts of the expeditions,
treks and camps — if only our legs could take
us to these places now! We remember the
pioneering of masters, Johnnie Lingard, Ian
Bailey with the treks, of Sol Clynes with the
Borrowdale camp and scoutmasters such as
Simmy Simkins, to mention just a few that
got these activities going again in the years
after WW2.

In our defence I would say that in 1950 we
not only carried all our own gear and food
for the four weeks but also the tents, the dix-
ies (cooking pans) the heavy pressure cooker
(required to get high enough temperatures to
cook food and to make lemon tea) known as
“the bomb”. The heavier gear would be
slung on tent poles and carried by two boys.
We cooked all our own food, which was
replenished whenever possible. Each tent
took it in turns to cook for the entire camp on
wood fires in “galleys”, improvised with
stones from a nearby stream. John Bowman
reminds me that one night the sausages we
consumed had been 'alive' with maggots be-
fore being fried. Our kit list did not include
pyjamas — instead a body belt, old shirt,
jumper and long flannels kept us warm at the
high altitudes. We had to make do with two
shirts and five pairs of socks — for four
weeks. Each boy also carried a packet of tea,
dried potato (POM) and two tins of sardines.
We camped “wild” not at camp sites. We
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dug our own latrines and found streams to
bathe in. I understand that such camping is
no longer permitted in the Alps in the inter-
ests of conservation and health and safety.
We did not consider that what we were doing
was in any way reckless but our rope-less
passage along the precipitous slopes above
the Mer de Glace would certainly not have
been approved by Health and Safety. How
lucky we were to live in those days.

Victor M. Shorrocks (1943-1951)

WHAT DO BOYS CARRY ON TREK
THESE DAYS?

They live out of the contents of their ruck-
sack for 3 to 4 weeks. Apart from food and
drink which is replenished along the way
they carry everything on their back. Water-
proof top and bottoms, 2 or 3 fleeces, sunhat,
warm hat, gloves, top and trousers, only 1
pair of socks no spares, boots, bottle, sleep-
ing bag, sleeping mat, 1 tent, 1 pan and 1 gas
stove between three. Many have trekked with
35 litre rucksacks.

On Desert Trek, they wear flip-flops or
sports sandals, 1 set of local clothes, bottles,
iodine dropper, sunglasses, goggles, soap
and handwash. They have a sleeping bag on
a camel.

The flame of trekking at MGS is alive and
well: we have 48 boys going to Norway,
under canvas, fully unsupported, in July, and
over 50 also applied for our Desert Treks to
the Sahara. In 2010 we have 22 lined-up for
our first MGS Trek to the Himalayas and we
are starting to plan a Polar Trek for 2012.
Eric Cittanova, Trek Leader

ROCHDALE HORNETS

Economist and author Paul Ormerod (MGS
1961-68) recently played a significant role in
helping his home town rugby league team,
Rochdale Hornets, to emerge from admini-
stration and avoid extinction. He became the
President of the newly formed Rochdale
Hornets Rugby Football Club Society Lim-
ited, a supporters’ co-operative which now
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runs the club. Paul remembers playing MGS
rugby in the 60s when most of his team-
mates, he feels, were less interested in results
than in the opportunities the games provided
for licensed thuggery. Is that how others
remember it?

NATIONAL SOCCER CUP SUCCESS
The MGS Under 15 soccer team capped a
great season with a 3-0 victory over Eton
College in the final of the Independent
Schools Football Association Cup. Their
elders were unlucky to be edged out 1-0 in
the semi-final of the U18 competition, but
the U15s, playing at Burton Albion’s ground
and cheered on by a coachload of supporters
from Manchester, made no mistake with
goals by Richard Geiger, Alex Holland and
Matthew Winstanley.

Meanwhile upper sixth former Oliver Gill
has completed 6 years with the Manchester
United Academy and is playing regularly in
United’s U18 team.

LACROSSE

If you are a Lacrosse player and would be
interested in making up a team in early May
please contact John Potts at: j.potts@mgs.org
SORBONNE SPONSORSHIP

I’m currently in my final year at MGS. Next
year | am taking a gap year before going to
Cambridge to study French and German.
Whilst at MGS I have tried to make the most
of the many opportunities the school has to
offer, from going on camp in first year, to
being (very briefly) a member of the rugby
team and most of all getting involved in
music.

The thing I most want to be able to do in my
gap year is to study at the Sorbonne. They
offer a ‘civilisation frangaise’ course which
is a specially suited course for foreigners
who want to improve their level of the
French language whilst also learning about
its history and culture.

The cost of the course is €1,260, but I will
obviously have to pay to find accommoda-



