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Credit Card
Fund-Raising
This edition of The Old
Mancunian is accompanied by
enclosures, two of which concern
the invitation being sent to all
friends of the School to consider
registering for an affinity VISA
card to be issued in association
with MGS by MBNA.
   The High Master’s letter explains
how important this can be to the
School in supplementing our fund-
raising activities on behalf of the
Foundation Bursary Appeal, which
is now three quarters of the way
towards its
£10 million target.
  VISA have now announced that
from 1st April 2002, the card will
have the additional security of a
password for online transaction
processing in the UK.  This feature
is designed to help boost e-
commerce and reduce internet
fraud.

------------

OMA Executive
The inaugural meeting of the new
Executive was held in the High
Master’s Office with David
Walton in the Chair.
The first task was to identify the
main areas for management
action.   Six areas were picked
out as in need of immediate
attention, these are Membership
Records, Membership
Promotion, Financial Records,
Section Liaison, Publications and
Reunions.  Individuals were
allocated responsibility for each
area.

The Chairman and Secretary
of each OMA Section will
receive minutes of each of the
meetings together with a letter
from the High Master for this
initial distribution.

It is hoped to recruit other
Members to the Executive, to
cover a wider spread of ranges
and interests.

It was proposed to give
Honorary Membership of the
Association to Ernest Fuller the
Assistant Treasurer and Sally
Williams the Secretary.   The
motion was passed unanimously,
but will require ratification at the
AGM.

This is your Committee, so
please let us have any ideas for
the development of the OMA.

Write to Sally Williams in the
first instance.

Reunions
1999 Leavers
6thApril 2002
A letter has been sent out to all
those for whom we have an
address who left in 1999.
Details are available on the
website.  Price £5:00 per head to
include drinks.

1950-1959 Old
Boys Reunion
This gathering to be held on
Saturday11th May, is open to all
Old Boys who joined the School
in the 1950s.  It will again be
organised by Sally Williams
from School and applications
were sent out at the beginning of
March.
   It is hoped to set up a small sub
committee for future Reunions so
that any changes to the
arrangements will be made by
Old Boys themselves.  However,
Sally is looking for two or three
volunteers for this year’s event
who would be prepared to help
her ‘chase up’ people who have
not replied, as well as
encouraging people to organise
tables of 8 or 10.
Would any former member of
Staff or Old Boy be prepared to
make a short speech?
   Any help would be most
welcome – please get in touch
with Sally at School –direct line
0161-228 0298

------------

MGS Parents’
Society Fund
Raising Dinner
The Parents’ Society is
committed to supporting the
MGS Foundation Bursary
Appeal.  An initial donation of
£10,000 two years ago was
followed by a further £15,000
last year.  The Management
Committee has now decided to
go ‘the final mile’ with a pledge
of a further £10,000 (to a total of
£35,000) which is equivalent to
full fee support for seven years of
education.
   We plan to hold a special fund
raising dinner to be held on
Saturday 25th May 2002 at the

Yang Sing restaurant n central
Manchester.  At this function
there will be an auction of a
small number of goods and
services as well as a raffle.  (Do
you know of anyone
who would be willing to donate
items for either the auction, or a
raffle?)
   Why not organise an OMA or
company table?  Tickets are
priced at £30.00 per person for a
full Chinese banquet.
    For further information or
ticket application form please
contact Bill Maynard on 0161-
904 0520.

DIRECT DEBITS
Thank you, to all who completed
and returned the direct debit
forms. System testing is
progressing well and we are
confidently looking forward to a
good first run in May.
   This really is the most efficient
way for the Association to
operate its accounts and it is very
cost effective for you too, saving
the cost of envelopes, postage
stamps and bank charges for
processing the cheque (if this
applies).  This method also
means that you don’t need to
worry about forgetting to send a
cheque.  If you have lost your
form, or would like another one
please write to, or leave a
message for, Ernest Fuller.  The
OMA really would like to make
this method of payment apply to
all its members.

Please will you check with
your bank that you have
cancelled your old standing
order for £9:00.
William Reynish
Memorial Concert
William Reynish (1978-85)
died in an accident in the
Pyrenees.  There will be a
Memorial Concert in the Great
Hall at the Merchant Taylors
School, at 2.30 pm on Sunday
2nd June 2002.  Tickets £10
adults, £5.00 concessions,
children free, in aid of PHAB
and Age Concern from Matt
Reynish, Merchant Taylors
School, Sandy Lane,
Northwood. HA6 2HT

------------

Christmas Edition

We apologise to those of you
who did not receive their copy of
the December edition of The Old
Mancunian.  This was due to a
problem with producing the
labels.  We have taken steps to
avoid a recurrence of this
problem, and hope (subject to
possible delays through industrial
action) that this edition arrives
safely and on time.
Edition 9 is now available on the
website.  It takes about 45
seconds to download.
Alternatively, if you would like
to receive a paper copy of the
December edition, please will
you send a stamped self
addressed envelope to Mrs Sally
Williams?

Music Competition
& London Concert
The date has now been fixed
for the inaugural London
concert by young MGS
musicians.  This will feature,
among other pieces, the
winning composition by a pupil
who will this autumn be
presented with a £500 prize by
the OMA London Section.
   The concert will take place in
the evening of Friday 21st

February 2003 at St Johns,
Smith Square.  Please put this
date in your diary. Further
details will be available in a
future TOM.

------------
£9,033.74 Profit
Judy Robinson the Finance
Manager advises me that a
cheque for the profit so far on the
“Blue Book” has been paid to the
Appeal.  This arose largely,
because of collections and the
increased numbers sold due to
the delays!
Ian Thorpe said what a pleasure
it had been to meet so many
Old Boys.  There are a very
small number of copies still
available.
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HEARING A
DIFFERENT
DRUMMER
Part 2
I am very conscious, as I write
this, that my experiences as a
pupil at a single sex secondary
boys’ school inevitably rule out
any reminiscences about
extraordinary female teachers,
of whom there were none in my
field of vision at that time. This
prompts me to refer to that
phenomenal fictional
pedagogue, Miss Jean Brodie,
depicted in her prime by Muriel
Spark, who must have surely
had some ex-teacher(s) in her
mind’s eye when she came to
write that delightful novel.
Even in the period depicted in
the novel the eponymous Miss
Brodie had her little local
difficulties with the powers that
be, but nowadays I couldn’t see
her emerging successfully from
any appraisal which attempted
to set her performance targets
linked to the school
development plan. Teachers
like Jean Brodie are a law unto
themselves, and any attempt to
constrain them within the
narrow confines of lesser
mortals would be counter-
productive. In real life, her
pupils would, in their post-
school days, one hopes, have
sifted through her words of
wisdom with extreme care, but
they would surely never have
forgotten her teaching during
the years in which they were
constantly informed that they
were la crème de la crème.
   There is, after all, good
management research evidence
that effective teams require at
least one creative ideas person
in their ranks. Teams made up
entirely of efficient completer-
finishers, or company workers
(to use just a couple of
Meredith Belbin’s terms for
typical group members) are
unlikely to contain that vital
spark which the successful
team needs.
   All managers should learn to
live with the creative
iconoclast(s) in their midst
(although it is certainly

legitimate and pardonable
fervently to pray there aren’t
too many) if they really want
truly effective educational
organisations. It’s the B. A.
Giles’s of this world who help
to develop creative and critical
thought on the part of their
pupils. In my bleaker moments
these days I sometimes have
the feeling that the Government
is determined to drive out such
teachers, in favour of a docile
and conformist teaching
‘workforce’ which will
‘deliver’ the national
curriculum in such a way as to
produce further generations of
pupils who are equally good at
following instructions handed
down from above. This might
have some pay-offs for those in
high authority who do not want
to have an active and
thoughtful citizenry who might
actually be critical of
Government measures, but I
shudder to think what it will do
in the longer term for a nation
which is increasingly going to
have to live on its creative and
imaginative wits if it is to
prosper economically.
   It’s worth remembering the
words of Friedrich Nietzsche
which roughly translate as:
‘You need a little chaos in your
heart to give birth to the
dancing star.’
   Here’s to the managers of
schools who are prepared to
pay the undoubted price in
order to allow the dancing stars
to continue to illuminate our
lives.
(This extract is the second
and final part of a longer
document published by
Prof. David Hellawell 1949-55).
What do you think? Should
there be more scope and
latitude in education?)

Busy Times
In accordance with tradition the
Entrance Exam took place on the
first and third Fridays in
February with the now standard
500 boys starting the process
which will result in 200+ arriving
in September.  Early suggestions
are that this looks a good vintage.
   Sandwiched in-between these
two a team of inspectors
descended upon MGS to

determine whether our teaching,
learning and organisation are up
to standard.  The inspection
report is yet to be published, but
the verbal feedback suggests that
we will come out of the
inspection smiling as broadly as
we did last time but with some
goals for attention, after all there
is little point in such a massive
exercise unless it leads to
improvement in some way.
Immediately after the half term
which follows Part 2 like night
follows day, Charities Fortnight
crashed upon us with the usual
cacophony of stalls, bands,
shows and sponsored events.
Mufti Day took place on Tuesday
5th March and readers are invited
to tell us when the first Mufti
Day took place and why?
Rodger Alderson
(Editor’s note: thank you
Rodger for encouraging another
long and no doubt contentious
wave of correspondence)

Tours galore
In due course readers of Ulula
will hear all about the tours
undertaken in 2002 but it is
interesting in advance to
speculate which school might
match:- a Music trip to Holland,
Cricket tour to Barbados, Soccer
to Italy, and Rugby to South
Africa as extras beyond the
annual trips and treks throughout
the Northern hemisphere!

Daily Mail Cup
How bitter-sweet March 2nd

turned out to be for MGS Rugby.
For the first time ever the 1st XV
reached the semi-final of the
Daily Mail Cup - the
National schools competition
with over 1 000 schools
entering.  The four semi-
finalists at Castlecroft were MGS
and three ex-champion schools in
Oakham and R.G.S. High
Wycombe (where Oakham won a
fairly mundane match) against
holders, Campion School.
   Playing in front of a big,
enthusiastic crowd the second
semi-final was a classic.
Campion dominated the first 15
minutes but scored only once to
lead 5-0.  MGS dominated the
rest of the half to score three
times to lead 11-5.  The second
half followed the same pattern
with Campion storming over to
lead 12-11, before MGS restored
their lead and with a well-taken
try led 19-15.

   Those of you who read the
Daily Mail will have seen a
description of MGS defying their
coach who suggested a safe play
on their own line to run the full
length of the field for a “score”
only to be denied a breath-taking
try by a foot on the touchline.
When Campion scored with a
minute to go to win 20-19 the
immediate reaction was despair,
soon replaced by a sadness that
such a game had to have a loser,
and by the Monday a resolve to
bounce back and win the Rosslyn
Park Sevens - if you cannot win
one national competition then
win another!!

-------------

The Desperate
Remedy By
Martin Stephen
Yes this is it, the long awaited
new book, the High Master’s first
novel.   This is a full-blooded
historical thriller, set in the early
1600s.  The book,
published by Time Warner
Books, was launched at the
Whitworth Art Gallery
Manchester in March and is
planned as the first in a series.
   The invited audience (which
included the Bishop of
Manchester and leading figures
from the stage and TV) was
treated to a reading of a dramatic
excerpt by actor Philip Franks.


