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The OMA
Century
The OMA Celebrates its100th
Birthday in 2004.  There is
much that the Old Mancunians
Association can look back on
with pride in its first century.  It
has helped to maintain active
links between its members and
the School.
   The OMA has provided a
wide range of opportunities for
Old Boys to meet at social and
sporting occasions all over the
country.   It has also provided
support in the form of money
and individuals’ time for the
School - Old Boys are among
those who provide careers
advice through the recent
biennial Careers Convention for
senior pupils and Len Rix,
Head of Careers, extends his
thanks to them.  Any OMs
interested in helping in this way
in future are asked to contact
Len Rix.   l.b.rix@mgs.org
   The London Section acted as
hosts at a concert at St John's,
Smith Square when MGS
musicians played to great
acclaim before an audience of
more than 300.  The programme
included the winning
composition of the prize
instituted by the Section in
2002 judged by James
MacMillan, & awarded to
James Drinkwater.
   The Annual Founder’s
Memorial Service at Exeter is
arranged by the South West
Section, to which visitors are
made most welcome.
   The likelihood is that more
support will be needed in this
21st century, if we are to ensure
that our Founder’s aims are to
be attained..  There are
ambitious plans for the
development of the School
buildings, in particular the
swimming pool, theatre, library
and classroom space.
   Ian Thorpe has now taken on
the role of Development
Director, charged with planning
to ensure that the funds are in
place for these changes.  The
Foundation Bursary Fund
remains open to donations in

order to ensure that ability, not
parents’ means, dictates entry to
the School.

The 200th Old
Boys Dinner
  To celebrate the 200th Old
Boys Dinner and the 100th
birthday of the OMA, the two
organisations are planning to
hold a special celebratory
dinner on 13th November 2004.
The venue and details are
currently under review.  This
promises to be a truly
memorable occasion.

Trek Centenary
Reunion
   The School Trekking is also
100 years old in 2004.  To
celebrate this, it is planned to
hold a grand reunion at School
for all former trekkers on
Saturday 25th of September.
We are looking for photographs
and other souvenirs to display
as well as individuals to help
organise this event.
   If you would like to help in
any way please, contact
Carole Pemberton in the
Development Office.
   Treks are still going strong
with 20 boys undertaking a 180
mile trek across Moorish
Morocco scaling two of the
highest peaks in North Africa in
2003.

Cufflinks
The MGS Parents Society has
added school cufflinks to their
extensive list of school-related
merchandise an illustrated
selection of which is available
via mail order in the Parents’
section of the school website at
www.mgs.org, from which an
order form can be downloaded.
   OMs who do not have internet
access may contact Mrs Carole
Pemberton in the Development
Office at School.  The cufflinks
are shield-shaped and depict the
school arms in three colour
enamel.  They are available in
either 9ct gold or sterling silver
with T-bar swivel fixing in a
presentation box.  The gold set
costs £125 and the sterling
silver set costs £40, inclusive of

postage and packing to
addresses in the UK.

1970s Reunion
The next 'decade' Reunion
will take place at School on
Saturday 15th May 2004.
This will be for all those who
entered the first form at MGS
in the 1970s, together with
members of these cohorts who
may have joined a higher
form later. If you would be
able to contribute to the
success of this event (for
instance, by contacting
contemporaries and
encouraging them to attend)
please contact Carole
Pemberton at School.

Troop 2 Scouts
   This reunion will be held at
lunch time on the 15th May to
enable those travelling to the
1970s reunion to attend both
events.  Further details from
Dr John Stewart
Doc@Gordon3.Freeserve.co.uk
Tel 01524 701325

Northern Youth
Theatre
   The initial production of
Romeo & Juliet was an
outstanding theatrical
experience for all those who
attended and took part.   The
play opened with fire crackers
and made full use of fire and
fireworks permitted by locating
this theatre in the round, in the
main quadrangle.
   The students taking part were
recruited from fourteen inner
city schools and sixth form
colleges.  Pete Baylis Artistic
Director and Head of Drama at
MGS and Jennie Baylis,
Artistic Director and Head of
Drama at Withington Girls
School (who both worked so
hard all through the summer)
are to be congratulated for the
very polished performance by
all concerned, from the actors
and musicians, to the stage
hands who worked near
miracles.
   As the High Master said “I
have no doubt this performance
will be remembered for the rest
of their lives by the performers.

It will have changed some lives
as well.  I do not think any of us
lucky enough to see that show
will ever look at the quadrangle
in the same way again.”
   “Consideration is being given
to mounting a production every
two years.  I was flattered to be
invited to become patron of the
Northern Youth Theatre.  I will
ask my successor as High
Master to give his or her
consent, and will be delighted
to accept if that consent is
given”.

MGS Angels
   Two small business start-ups
are already being supported by
this group of OMs interested in
fostering the entrepreneurial
spirit in Sixth Formers and
young OMs. Other proposals
are under consideration.  At
present about £20,000 is
available to support grants (not
repayable loans), but even more
important could be the quality
and commitment of the business
advisors involved in the
scheme.
   Mentoring and professional
advice can be made available at
every stage.  MGS Angels will
not in future take a fixed share
of any new business.  A very
flexible approach is being
taken, putting the major
emphasis on trying to provide a
package of assistance ideally
suited to each applicant.
 Approaches from OMs in their
20s are particularly welcome.
 Further
details from Paul Ormerod
(MGS Angels Chairman,
pormerod@volterra.co.uk) or
Ian Thorpe (Director of
Development, MGS,
i.thorpe@mgs.org).
   Angels meet every six
months or so, in Manchester or
London, and hold a business
meeting, followed by a dinner.  
New members are welcome.
   An outline of the scheme is
provided at
www.oldmancunians.org
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Denis Holden
I wanted to let the readers of
The Old Mancunian know that
my Dad, Denis Holden (1921-
26), had died in August this
year. He was the youngest of 12
children, whose father William
was a Church of England Vicar
and Rural Dean in Manchester
and Lancashire. All the sons
were at MGS. Norman, Jack,
William, (Bill) and Arthur.
They lived in a house in
Cheetham Hill, close to the
school.
   At my Dad’s funeral service
we read extracts from his
memoirs and thought you might
be interested in some stories
about his schooldays.
  “Art was my forte. I would go
into the big hall and wait while
the rest of the form were given
their task. Then Miss Cutter
would sigh, look at me, and in
rather more lady-like terms to
“Get the hell out of here!”
whereupon I would get a
drawing board and stool, and
wander off where I pleased.
Sometimes to sit on the main
stairs to do a crayon drawing of
the Poets Corner, Elizabethan
cottages that leant over Long
Millgate, sometimes go into
Chetham’s College, which at
that time was just a bluecoat
school. My delight was to get
into a small internal courtyard,
about two yards by four, open
to the sky and sketch in pen and
ink”.
   “I landed up in Science 5A,
known as “Slackers Rest”, the
last term in school. Taffy
Hughes had been engaged in
making TNT during the War.
One had to watch the
temperature carefully, and run
like hell if it got too high. I
suppose it was about this period
that I was experimenting with
surreptitiously stolen chemicals.
I had run out of test tubes one
day at Brindle. There was this
brass rifle cartridge that I had
stuffed with potassium chlorate.
A lighted taper sufficed to heat
the cartridge. The resulting
explosion baffled me. Potassium
chlorate wasn’t supposed to do
that! Then I noticed something
dripping on the ground. It was
blood from my finger. I hadn’t
felt a thing from the cap of the
cartridge going through my
finger, but felt it would be

desirable to take a rest on a
sofa until I got over the shock”.
   “Then there was the bell jar
on the kitchen table, full of
hydrogen at the time, which
burst when set light to, tilting
the light over the table more
than somewhat, but doing me
no damage.”
   “We had a .22 Winchester
rifle, with half-inch long bullets.
Our only target was a penny
stuck in the top of a cane,
twenty yards away. Either you
hit it or not.  One could hear the
whirr as the penny left the stick.
But cartridges had a habit of
going too quickly. I had the
brilliant idea of filling an empty
cartridge with match-heads,
tamping with cotton wool, and
pouring melted lead on top.
Fortunately I was wearing
motor- goggles, which took the
brunt of the resulting
explosion”.
   I suppose it was a wonder that
he lived to adulthood!  My
parents were married for 65
years, in July this year,
Cumbria Life asked me to write
the story of their meeting in
1936. My Mum was a visiting
American student and my Dad
was rock climbing in Langdale.
My Dad was able to give me a
lot of help with adding colour to
the story, although sadly he
died just as the magazine, the
October 2003 issue, was going
to press. If any of your readers
would like to read the story,
they will find it on the Cumbria
Life website, or under my name
Penny Mutch.
Hope Cottage, 19 Hawthorne
Grove, Bramhall SK7 1EF
alastair.mutch@virgin.net

Stephen Tillyard
I have just heard from his wife
that Stephen Tillyard who
taught at the School from 1949-
53, has died.  He contributed a
letter to The Old Mancunian
about 2 years ago so he
obviously kept in touch.  It
would be fitting if a short
appreciation could be included
in the next edition.  We gave
him a very hard time with S4F
but I remember him with
considerable affection.
   Stephen who taught modern
languages at the School died in
March this year.  Spurred by his
note to The Old Mancunian, I
wrote to him reminiscing about
two trips he had organised

during my year in S4F.  His
delightful reply showed that his
memories were much sharper
than mine and (considering
what a dreadful form we were)
remarkably positive.
   He was a life long pacifist,
having served in the Friends’
Relief Service during WW II
and after retiring from his post
as a Senior Lecturer and
Librarian at Norwich Teacher
Training College in 1981,
devoted his energies to animal
welfare, ecological issues and
global problems.  He was
indeed a very kind man.
Rodney Pollitt (1947-54)
Rodasitch@aol.com

Donald Shasha
(1927-31)
   The sad news that Donald had
died on the 14th of November
was announced by the new
Recorder Paul Rose at the Old
Boys Dinner on Saturday, and
was marked by a minute’s
silence.
   Donald was a regular
supporter of the OBD and a
founder member of the 20/30
Club.   He retired from private
practice in 1980 and from
Tribunals in 1986.  He was the
President of the Bramhall &
Woodford Old Peoples Welfare
Committee, and a former
Trustee of the MGS Trust.

MGS News 2003
   For the benefit of some of our
younger readers I reproduce
some snippets from the MGS
News (by kind permission of
Mrs Helen Butchart the MGS
News Editor).
   “Results put us in a league
of our own” Dr Martin Stephen
said we have every right to feel
pleased with results this year, at
all levels.  A levels in particular
were very pleasing up 2% on
last year at 86% A & B grades.
This means that over 7 years we
have been remarkably
consistent at A level averaging
85.6% - even though for the
past two years our students have
taken four rather than three A
levels.  We also have one of the
largest number of entrants of
any school in the UK.
Quiz Masters
Our junior team has just been
crowned national champions in
the Schools Challenge – an
inter-school general knowledge
quiz.  The team consisting of

Joshua Owens, John Oxley,
Jamie Kane, Philip McCullough
with Richard O’Connor in
reserve took our boys to the
final against King’s School,
Rochester.  Both teams were
evenly matched, but MGS
eventually triumphed by 1,440
points to 940.  Our score was
the highest in the history of the
competition.

John joins the army
   During the 2003 National
Youth Brass Band Competition
of Great Britain, cornet player
John Lees won an invitation to
Kneller Hall to play alongside
an array of Army bands,
including the Coldstream
Guards, in one of their summer
concerts.
   After a nerve-wracking
rehearsal in front of almost 200
Army musicians, John played a
solo in the concert the following
evening to around 2,500 people.
John said: “The band were
fantastic and so was the
audience, it was truly a night to
remember!”
Lost Owls
Just noticed there were a few
lost owls and went on to the
Internet to trace them.
Regards
John Bitton (1960-67)
Well done John! He found all
three!  See page 3 for more.

Last word for a
good sport
   Dr David Jones has retired
from MGS after 21 years of
distinguished service in the
Modern Languages Department.
David has made an outstanding
contribution to both Soccer and
Cricket coaching, including
four years with 2nd XI Soccer
and 17 years with U12 Soccer
winning the Manchester Cup on
many occasions.  Since 1982 he
has also coached U14 Cricket.
His teams have often won the
Lancashire Cup, including
consecutive victories in his final
two years.  Few, if any, can
have made such a huge
contribution to major sports at
MGS.


